398         FOiaTy-riYE YEAES UNDER THE FLAG

those which reached his own carriage literally filled it, almost
snowing him under, as it were. The air seemed to be filled with
flowers, as if they were being rained down upon this vast pro-
cession.

Along the route the thought of other-day pageants offered to
men who had returned in triumph from fields of duty would
arise. The millions who had gathered to honor the great Dewey
with their tribute of affection could find no grander prototype
in the days of Imperial Rome,, for no such pageant had wel-
comed even the Caesars.

It was greater, grander, more imposing than others, for it
meant to every one an offering of love from a nation of free-
men to all who had wrought well for the honor of home and for
the glory of country. It was a red-letter day in their lives. And
their hearts will never forget it.

An event which took place afterwards, was when the com-
mander of the late Second Squadron, then a rear admiral, was
assigned in November, 1899, to command an important foreign
station, for the reason, as stated to his friends, that an officer of
tact and judgment was needed to command the South Atlantic
Station, the territory in South Africa where war was being waged
by the English against the Boers being included in its limits.
Then every vestige of the arraignment in Mr. Long's confidential
communication was swept away.

And when the nomination of the commander of the late Sec-
ond Squadron for advancement and promotion for 't eminent and
conspicuous conduct in battle" was submitted again by the Presi-
dent, in February, 1901, that act virtually ignored and re-
nounced every expression of Mr. Long's disapprobation, pre-
viously expressed in whatever form.

"When the flag of rear admiral was broken at the main of the
flagship Chicago, on November 18,1899, off Tompkinsville, N. Y.,
in conformity with the department's orders, it was an official
indorsement that the professional record of the rear admiral was
approved and stood unblemished and unblameworthy. This in-
cident is recalled merely that it may be contrasted with Mr.
Long's subsequent action in the court of inquiry in 1901.

Between the date of hoisting the flag on the Chicago and that
of the sailing on November 25,1899, the Hon, Garrett J. Hobart, writer could not know, buthat the five-inch gun-
